Noodling
A method of catching fish, in particular catfish
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Catfish can be very big, so noodling can be dangerous! If a catfish is too big, you might not be able to get away from it, and you will be trapped underwater!
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People “noodle” in ponds, lakes, rivers, and creeks

They feel around in the water with hands and feet to find large holes. 

Inside these holes, they hope to find a giant catfish. If it is a catfish hole, a male catfish will be inside guarding a nest full of eggs. 

--this is a dangerous activity, because there could be beavers, snakes, eels, or snapping turtles inside the hole instead of a catfish!—
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When they find a hole, they put their entire arm inside the hole and wiggle their fingers. Whatever is inside the hole will see this movement and try to swallow their hand, biting down on the wrist. 
When the “noodler” feels something bite down, they try to wrap their fingers through the gills (if it is a fish!!!—if not, they try to escape from the bite!) and pull the fish out of the hole.
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Many people wear gloves to protect their hands and wrists, since the gills and whiskers of a catfish can sometimes cut skin!
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Successful noodling is a good way to catch a big fish…but it is a dangerous sport activity! You must be strong and brave to noodle a catfish! But both men and women do it. 
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